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adowice is the home town of St. Jehn Paul II. Karol

Jozef Wojtyta was born on the 18t of May 1920 in a

tenement house by the marketplace (next to the parish
church) and lived there for the first 18 years of his life. When he
was young, he was an enthusiast of literature and theatre. When
his parents died, he became a priest and taught philosophy and
theology at a university. He quickly worked his way to the top of
the Polish Catholic Church to become a bishop, then Krakéw's
archbishop, and then a cardinal. On the 16* of October 1978,
he became known to the whole world as Pope John Paul II, the
first non-Italian Pope in 455 years. During his pontificate, which
spanned almost 28 years, he went on a number of pilgrimages all
around the world, meeting heads of State and hierarchs of other
Churches and religions. He advocated peace and encouraged
everyone to build a civilisation of love. He initiated World Youth
Day for young people from around the globe. On the 2 of April
2005, he departed from this world to his Father in heaven. On the
27" of April 2014, he was declared a Saint.

consists of 13 locations that show
the connection between John Paul Il and Wadowice. The Trail is
signposted with information boards displaying photographs and
historical descriptionsin Polish, Englishand Italian. Among the Trail's
many highlights, are: The Museum of the Family Home of Pope
John Paul II, the Municipal Museum, Basilica of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph's Sanctuary - Discalced
Carmelite Monastery, and St. Peter the Apostle’s Church.

For easier sightseeing the trail, you can use a multilingual
brochure or download a free mobile app with an audio-guide
available in 6 language versions from Google Play or AppStore.

You can hire a tour guide.
Just call +48 33 873 8100 (Office of the Municipal Museum).

KAROL
WOUJTYLA'S
FOOT TRAIL




The town of Saints

In the building of the former

the same one the future Pope attended, St. Jézef Biba
Bilczewski (1860-1923) from Wilamowice was also educated.
This graduate of Wadowice's Lower Secondary School, became a
doctor of theology, dean and vice-chancellor of Lviv University, and,
perhaps most impressively, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Lviv.

- located along the Karol
Wojtyta Trail, it is connected with prominent members of this
religious community:
St. Rafat Kalinowski (1835-1907) - constructed the local
monastery at the end of the 19th century, and then managed it. In
the Monastery, you can see his cell,
and in St. Joseph's Church you can
pray before his relics.
Blessed Alfons Mazurek (1891-
1944) - prefect and Head of the
Monastery  Seminary, captured,
abused and murdered by the Nazis
during World War Il His bust and
relics are placed at the altar of the
Virgin Mary of the Scapular.

The town of

Nearby Klecza Dolna, at the main road to Krakéw is located
(beginning
of XX). Among its pupils were outstanding figures, which enriched
the circle of saints and blessed:
BL. Jozef Stanek (1916-1944) — a graduate of Collegium Marianum.
For participation in the Warsaw Uprising he was murdered by the
Nazis in 1944.
BL. Rev. Jézef Jankowski (1910 -1941) - a graduate of Collegium
Marianum. During World War I, was arrested by the Gestapo,
beaten and tortured. He died in the Nazi German extermination
camp in Auschwitz.




n 1772, during the First Partition of Poland, Wadowice was

annexed by Austria. In the late 18th century, the construction

of a trade and postal route from Vienna to Lviv, which was to
run through the town centre, was begun. In the early 19th century,
a period of change and rapid growth for Wadowice commenced as
a result of the decision made by the Austrian authorities to locate
offices, a court, a hospital and barracks in the town. This resulted
in an increase in the number of residents and the construction
of new schools. The role of the town as an administrative and
educational centre brought about the establishment of publishing
houses, companies and a number of patriotic organisations and
socio-cultural associations, such as ‘Sokét” Gymnastic Society.

0 8 O

(now John Paul Il Square)

This central town square dates back to mediaeval times. As
a result of numerous fires, which ravaged the town for centuries,
it was decided that the eastern frontage of the market square
(which obscured the parish church) should be destroyed to
change its shape from a square to a rectangle. At this time the
western part was also pulled down to open up the square to make
room for the trade and postal route. As a result of these changes,
Wadowice's contemporary marketplace was established.

When the Precinct was transferred here from Myslenice, court
cases started to be investigated in the town. As a result of
a decision made by the government authorities to locate the
District Court in Wadowice, in 1879-1881 town authorities erected
a building which was opened in 1882 to house the court. When the
court was located in the town, it became a symbol of Wadowice's
prestige and high position among other urban centres in Galicia.




Galician Wadowice

It was built to serve the local railway line connecting Bielsko
(now Bielsko-Biata) and Kalwaria Zebrzydowska in the second
half of the 19" century. The first train arrived at the Wadowice
station in December 1887. With this line, Wadowice was included
in the Galician railway network and connected to Austrian Silesia,
Krakow and Lviv.

he military history of Wadowice dates back to the end of

the 18" century, when following Poland’s partitions, the

town found itself within the Austrian Empire. It housed the
56" Imperial-Royal Army Infantry Regiment. In the 1920s, bar-
racks were built for the army along the road leading to Krakéw
(now Lwowska St.), and later a military hospital and a cemetery
for soldiers were located in the northern part of Wadowice, along
the road to Zator (now Wojska Polskiego St.).
Whenindependence was regained, the barracks in Wadowice came to
house a military unit of the reborn Polish State. The local regiment's
number was 12, and it was staffed by the soldiers of the former
Austrian regiment. During the Polish-Soviet War, the local regiment
took part in several battles. These events are commemorated by
a monument erected in front of the barracks at Lwowska St., to
honour the fallen soldiers. It was created by Jézef Jura, alocal sculptor.




Garisson town Garisson town

It was established by the local military hospital to fight the great
epidemics of typhus and cholera. The first soldier was buried
there in 1849. Up to 1918, approximately 1500 more soldiers,

The barracks was built in 1827, to house a regiment of the who died during the Great War, were also laid to rest there. After
Imperial-Royal army. This is a typical example of Austrian military World War II, it became the burial place of Soviet and Nazi soldiers
architecture of those times. It was built on a square plan with exhumed from local communal cemeteries.

a courtyard inside. After World War |, the building came to house
12" Infantry Regiment of the
‘Wadowice Land’. This is where
Karol Wojtyta, the father of
future Pope John Paul Il served
between 1500 and 1928.

(Chocim Barracks)

This large building was con-
structed in the first half of the
19" century (1830) along what
is now Wojska Polskiego St. The
building served as the local regi-
ment's hospital to provide medi-
cal services for the soldiers that
were stationed there. The hospi-
tal was in continuous operation
until 1923.




t is estimated that at the brink of World War Il, Wadowice was

home to approx. 2 thousand Jews, i.e. ca. 20% all residents.

The majority of the local Jewish community were traders or
craftsmen. They spent their free time in cultural, educational or
sports organisations. The town housed the Israel Public Records
Office but its records did not survive World War II.
WWII brought about the extermination of the Jewish community
in Wadowice. On the 2™ of July 1942, German occupation forces
displaced the local Jewish population. Anyone who was incapable
of work was sent to the death camp in Betzec. Mydlarska,
Piaskowa, Kreta, and Marcina Wadowity Streets, and the western
part of Zatorska St., demarcated a ghetto established by the
Nazis. The present-day marketplace (which constituted the
centre of the former ghetto), was named Bohaterow Getta
(Ghetto Heroes) Square to commemorate those events. On the
10t of August 1943, the ghetto was finally closed, and the Jewish
residents of Wadowice were transported by train to Auschwitz-
Birkenau, the Nazi German Extermination Camp.

In the footsteps of Wadowice Jews

This  first local synagogue
was established in ca. 1830
in ‘Mikotaj’, a suburban rural
commune. Along with the
growth of the Jewish community
in the town itself between 1885
and 1889, the Jewish community
erected a brick synagogue in
the style of modern western
synagogues at Gimnazjalna St.,
according to a project by Karol
Korn, an architect from Bielsko-
Biata. In the late 19t century, Beit
Hamidrasz, a house of worship,
and mikvah, a public bathhouse,
were built in its vicinity. After
1939, when German occupation
forces pulled down the
synagogue and Beit Hamidrasz,
Jakub Langer’s private house of
prayer became the only place
where Jews could pray.

This Jewish cemetery was established by Wadowice's Jewish
community in 1882 near Tomice (52 Wojska Polskiego St., behind
the railway tracks). Now the cemetery constitutes a monument
of Jewish culture in Poland and the Jewish community in Bielsko-
Biata administers it. There are about 600 surviving tombstones
there. At the present time the cemetery is open to visitors.
Please call in advance to make the necessary arrangements
(+48 600 819 122 or 608 277 308).



In the footsteps of Wadowice Jews

One of Karol Wojtyta's close friends was Jerzy Kluger. His father,
Wilhelm Kluger, was the last president of the Jewish community.
The Klugers lived in a tenement house next to the marketplace, at
No. 8 (at the corner of the marketplace and Jagielloriska St.). The
future Pope often visited his friend at home. During those visits,
he had frequent debates in Latin with Mr Wilhelm (as an attorney,
W. Kluger spoke fluent Latin).

Chiel Batamuth was one of the most well-known and influential
merchants in the town. In the early 20th century. he bought
a tenement house (No. 2) next to the marketplace, in the vicinity
of the parish church. On the ground floor of the tenement house
he ran a hardware store and offered the apartments located at
the rear (facing Koscielna St.) for rent. Karol Wojtyta was born in
one those apartments on the first floor. Now, the building houses
the Museum of the Family Home of Pope John Paul Ii.

7 Koscielna St., www.domijp2.pl

The Museum is located next to Wadowice's marketplace, right
beside the Basilica. In this tenement house, Karol Wojtyta, or Pope
John Paul II, was born on the 18™ of May 1520. Between 2010 and
2013, the building underwent extensive renovation.

Itis a bibliographical museum dedicated to the memory of Pope John
Paul II. Inside it, on four storeys with an exhibition area of approx.
1200 square metres, you can see a modern multimedia exhibition with
narration. Among the exhibits, including personal items of John Paul
I, you can see a rich collection of photographs, recordings and films
about the Polish Pope. The exhibition is divided into sixteen sections,
which tell the life story of Karol Wojtyta. The most important section
and the core of the Museum is the Apartment of the Wojtyta family.
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4 Koscielna St., www.wck.wadowice.pl/muzeum 61 Karmelicka St., www.suknarowski.pl

The Museum is located in a historic tenement house, right behind The Gallery is housed in a private building where the artist lived
the Basilica, in the vicinity of the Museum devoted to John Paul Il. until his death. Please call +48 33 823 45 63 in advance to make
the necessary sightseeing arrangements. +48 33 823 45 63.

On the first floor of the building there is a permanent exhibition The Gallery showcases over
entitled ‘Wadowice - the town where it all began’. It showcases the 50 works of Franciszek Suk-
history of the town and everyday life during the inter-War period, narowski, a sculptor born in
which was the time of Karol Wojtyta’s childhood and teenage Wadowice and a member of
years. The exhibition is an innovative combination of archival the local artistic community.
photographs, documents, exhibits, and multimedia. All of this helps These works include paintings,
you to understand the story behind St. John Paul I's home town. For sculptures, bas-reliefs and
a guided tour of the exhibition housed in five rooms, you can use medals.

a guidebook in 6 language versions.
! o




Following the track of history and culture : Followwtrack of history angd
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29 Wojska Polskiego St., www.ponar-silesia.pl

PONAR Wadowice S.A. is the largest Polish
A private building. Please call +48 605 536 062 in advance to make producer of hydraulic systems (e.g., actuators,
the necessary sightseeing arrangements. + 48 605 536 062. valves, manifolds, hydraulic pumps), which
has created a special room on its premises
to present the history of the company. Please
call +48 33 488 26 70 or send e-mail to
The Museum commemorates the airmen of Liberator B-24 ‘Hell's marketing@ponar.pl in advance to make the
Angel’, an American bomber, who were shot down over Zygodowice necessary sightseeing arrangements.
in 1944, after they bombed the Chemical Plant in Oswiecim. The
collection showcases the plane parts that survived the crash, and
personal items and documents belonging to the crew. You can also
see an exhibition devoted to Polish airmen from the Wadowice area,

23 Konstytucji 3 Maja St., www.facebook.com/Hells-Angel-Muzeum

and learn about the history of the Polish community in the USA on The History Zone displays archival and unique content to show the
the basis of the collection of documents drawn up, eg. by Ignacy connection between the people, the town and the region with the
Paderewski and Jézef Haller. Exhibition rooms also house the works 50-year-long history of the company. The collection includes some
of artists connected with Karol Wojtyta, or Pope John Paul II, and unique exhibits, such as items, photographs, furniture, chronicles,

sacral art from his young years. and films that present the history of PONAR and its staff.
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1Gorzen Gérny, 34-100 Wadowice, www.muzeumezegadlowicza.pl

The museum is located in a historic manor. The building is
surrounded by an aged park, a home to many interesting wonders
of nature, as well as various protected plant species. The facility
is open from May to October on Saturdays and Sundays from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. It is also possible to visit at other times. All visits
are subject to prior telephone arrangement:+ 48 532 788 635.

The permanent exhibition presents the figure of a poet and writer -
Emil Zegadtowicz - through the prism of his works and collections
showing the cultural mood of the interwar period. In the exhibition
rooms you can see a rich collection of works of art, including
paintings, furniture and books. The exhibit presents works of such
authors as: Leon Wyczotkowski, J6zef Mehoffer, Zbigniew Pronaszko.
The visitors can also see Chinese paintings that are unique in their
form.

34-146 Stryszéw 508, www.dwor.stryszow.pl

A fortified manor built in the 16% century and rebuilt in the 18"
century. Currently, it is a branch of the Wawel Royal Castle
museum. It is a unique example of an old-time residential building.

The interior of the manor presents a dwelling of a middle-class
nobleman in the 19% century. It includes a living room with an 18®
century polychromy, a dining room, a study furnished by the owner
of the manor and a bedroom. The interiors are richly furnished -
some of the furniture has been imported by the former owners
from Vienna or Paris.
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1Zamkowa St., 34-200 Sucha Beskidzka, www.muzeum.sucha-beskidzka.pl

The castle is often referred to as ‘Little Wawel'. It currently hosts
the Sucha Beskidzka Municipal Museum.

The exhibition at the castle presents the history of the town and
the parish, as well as the families who lived in Suski Castle. The
16" century castle is surrounded by a well-maintained park with
Gardener’s House, where you can see an ethnographic exhibition.

With its unique architectural and park

layout, this 17®-century Sanctuary was built after the fashion
of Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross) in Jerusalem. Inside the
basilica, there is a miraculous painting of the Mother of God of
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska.
The monastery complex consists of a barogue basilica,
monastery and the so-called Kalwaria paths, i.e. about 40 baroque
and mannerist churches and chapels blend with the picturesque
landscape of the Beskid mountains. Since 1999 the Sanctuary has
been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

4




FAA reservoir of faith, hope and lo ;

The Sanctuary in Kalwaria Zebrzydowska is located along the
Czestochowa-Mariazell Marian Trail International Pilgrimage
Route (I-23), which runs across all Marian sanctuaries from
Czestochowa, Poland to Levoca, Slovakia and Mariazell, Austria.
In Poland, the (325 km-long) route has existed since 2006 and is
known as the Marian Trail. There are 19 Marian sanctuaries along
the Polish part of the Route.

As a young boy, Karol Wejtyta used to frequent this place with his
father. One such visit had special significance for him. When his
wife died, Karol senior took his sons to the monastery in Kalwaria
and told Karol junior that the Mother of God of Kalwaria would be
his new mother. For Karol Wojtyta it was a special place. On your
way to Wadowice, it is worthwhile visiting the sanctuary in Kalwaria
Zebrzydowska.

n the Matopolska Region, wood has been used in construction

for centuries. The forests of the region and the rest of the na-

ture combine to create memorable and picturesque landscapes.
Wooden Architecture Trail in the Matopolska Region was
established in 2001 and includes 252 buildings. These include
both individual buildings and complex structures.

dates back to the second
half of the 18%" century, apart from its tower, which is a remnant
of the former church from the 16 century. Inside the church you
might want to see the roof beam with its late-Gothic crucifix, the
stone baroque baptismal font, the rococo pipe organ from 1770
and a unique 16'-century painting of the Madonna with a pear.

dates back to !
1535. The surviving items from l
its former furnishings are three
barogue altars, an 18"-century
pipe organ case, 20"-century
stained-glass windows, and late
19%/early 20"-century chande-
liers. The main altar showcases
a baroque painting of the Trans-
figuration of Jesus.




Wood everywhere

dates back to the first half of the 16™ century. Over the
centuries, it has been redeveloped several times. Inside, you will
notice inscriptions painted on the narthex beams. You might also
want to see the chair ledge, which dates back to the second half
of the 20t century and was made of wicker. The oldest surviving
element is the Gothic crucifix, other furnishings date from the
16" and 18" centuries.

dates back to the first
half of the 18" century. This one-storey building has a framework
construction and is covered with a hipped roof, with a characteristic
ridge line and arcade passageway at the front. Now the tavern
houses a restaurant, which serves old-Polish and regional cuisine.

The name ‘Rome Tavern’ (Polish Karczma Rzym) is a reference to
the legend about Mr Twardowski, who sold his soul to the devil in
exchange for fame and wealth. This is where he is believed to have
met with Mephistopheles.

is the Poland’s highest-located town founded in
mediaeval times, with the original layout maintained until present
day. Houses located next to the marketplace and to the streets
that lead to it were built after the fire of 1869, but they reflect
the layout of previous buildings. These buildings have framework
construction and their gables are facing the marketplace. They
are topped with roofs characteristic of Lanckorona, creating
arcade-like structures. You can find out more about the history of
this town in the Regional Chamber at 113 Rynek St., or by calling
+48 33 876 35 67.

There are ruins of a mediaeval castle towering above Lanckorona's
marketplace. Legend has it that there used to be a network
of underground corridors that connected the castle with the
marketplace and the monastery in Kalwaria Zebrzydowska.
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